Laboratory services for managing thyroid disease: different and common viewpoints of ATA and AACC members.
We surveyed American Thyroid Association members and members of the Endocrine Division of the American Association of Clinical Chemistry as to what they perceived as priorities for thyroid laboratory services. The response rates were 16% and 25%, respectively. While there was agreement between the groups with regards to a number of items, there were also some differences, in particular with regards to diagnostic algorithms, optimization of result reporting, interest in the role of mass spectrometry and importance of accuracy and reproducibility of results. The survey thus provided insights beyond what might have been achieved by surveying the two groups in isolation. Collaborative surveys should be considered whenever the topic involves more than one professional group.